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March 24, 17 89. 


ORDERED unanimouſly, That the Thanks of this 
Society be given to the Right Reverend the Lord 
Biſhop of Sr. DAVID's, for his Sermon preache Sin 5 


favour of this INSTITUTION ; ; and at- his LORDSHIP 
| be earneſtly requeſted to publiſh the fame, 


w. Hawks, Regitter | 


ANNIVERSARY MEETING of the HUMANE SOCIETY. 5 


5 >*., 


2331 
FR 


„ 
On the Principle of Vir 2 Man, as 22 a 


in the HOLY SCRIPTURES, and the di ere 2s 23 41 


between TRUE and APPARENT Death. - 


A $S K M Oo N- 
PREACHED IN THE PARISH CHURCH or f 
Sr. ANDREW IN HOLEORW 4% I 


7 


On SUNDAY, MARCH 22 en 
FOR THE BENEFIT oF THE | 


HUMANE SOCIETY, 


A norafey = ET, 
Br SAMUEL, LOAD Bi8HQP: or Sr. DAVID” 5. 


Noſtris rebus ſufficiat antiquiſimos medicos, qui ex collatis fibi. invicem obſer ya. 
tionibus opinionem omnem deducebant, eredidiſſe principium quoddam, ab am 

et nateriã diverſum animalibus ineſſe; quod eorum corpora gubernaret atque con · 

ſervaret, exjuſque- i ries et —__ motus omnes animalium eſſent referendi.” 


fv e e Medica. 


L N D 
Printed by J. NICHOLS: ©. „ 
| And. fold by J. Rrivixeron and Sons, St. Paul's Churol- Yard; 3 
J. Rossow and W. CLAxkE, New Bond Street; C. DiLLy, in tbe 1 
Poultry; T. Cap RTT, and P. ErMsLY, in the Strand; and 
T. Hookhau, New * MD .CCLEXXIZ, | | 
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N IF: O85 bern 5 — 
OTHIN G hath been more detrimental to the 
As deareſt intereſts of man; ; to his preſent an AD nd is - 
future intereſts; 3 to his preſent intereſts, 7 f ut Ei 
e progreſs of ſcientific iſcovery, and retarding that N 
gradual improvement of bis preſent condition, Which 
6 Providence hath left i it to | his, own induſtry to make; 5 | 
to his future intereſts, by lefſening the credit of Re-' * 
velation, in the eſteem of thoſe who will ever lead the | 
opinions of mankind : nothing bath been more. con- 1 Y 1 
trary to man $ intereſts, | both in this world and in the „ 
next, than what hath 1 too often happen d, that a ſpirit 0 + > 
piety and devotion, more animated with zeal than en- 
lightened by knowledge, in ſubjects of- phyſical en- 45 ; 5 4 
duiry, hath blindly taken the fide of popular error and * 
bas ace Fat. a al N 1 | os 1 


| . 2 1 
: vulgar prejudice. The conſequence « of which muſt er 
be an unnatural war between Faith an ad Reaſon ; be- 
tween Human science and Divine. Religion Es Phi- 
' loſophy, through the indiſcretion of their votaries, in 
appearance ſet at variance, form, as it were, their oppo- 5 | 
ſite parties. Perſons of a religious caſt are themſelves 
. deterred, and would diſſuade others, from what" they 
weakly deem an impious wiſdom ö While moſe, Who 
are ſmitten with the ſtudy of N ature, revile and ri- 
dicule a Revelation, which, as it is in ſome parts in- 
terpreted by its weak profeſſors, Vw ould oblige them to | 
renounce. their Reaſon, and their Senſes, . in thoſe very 
ſubjects i in which Reaſon i is the e Judy 85 F an 
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ith ple certain that a Divine eehte if; any b be 8 
Th extant in the world; a Divine Revelation, which i is, ity in 
1 other words, a diſcovery of ſome part of God's ow wo - 
1 knowledge made by God nimſelf, notwithſtandin; 8 tha 
=_ fallible men have been made the instruments of the | 
communication, muſt be perfectiy free from all mix- 
| ture of human ignorance and error, in the Sc, 
. ſubject in which the diſcovery i is made. The diſco- 
Very may, and, unleſs the powers of the human mind 
| were infinite, it cannot but be limited and partia I 
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but as far as it ex e1 ds, it caſe: de accurate. For a 
| pr eee a mer is: M1. te very 


Religion, either in abs eory or pra 


the Sacred Writers was-infallible, as far 3 as-it eitonditly 


. or their ace ane c 8 mers ente 1 


nounced, or Reaſon muſt ſubmit ecke their 


oracular deciſions. But in other ſubjects, not ihn, 
diately connected with Theology or Morals, it is by n 
means certain, that their mitcids were equally en- 


lightened, or that they were even preſerved. am - | 
errors. It is certain, on the contrary, that the Pros 
|  phets and Apoſtles might be ſufficiently qualified forthe: 
taſk affigned them, to de teachers of that wiſdom 
| which © maketh wiſe unto fal vation,“ although im the 
ſtructute and mechaniſm of the material world they —_ 
| were leſs infortned- than Copernicus, or Newion, and —_ 
were leſs. knowing than Harvey in the animal cecos - 
nomy. Want of information and error of opinion, 7 
in the profane ſeiences, may, for any thing that ap- 
| pears to the contrary, be perfectly conſfſtent with the _ 
plenary inſpiration of a Religious Teacher; ſince it is 
not all knowledge, but religious knowledge only, that 
ſuch a Teacher is ſent to propagate and 1 In 
Ba „ 
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0 ſubjects uncon nnedted th erefore with Religion, 4 no ran 
regard is due to the opinion which an Inſpired Writer 
may ſeem to have entertained, in preference to the clear 
evidence of experiment and obſervation, or to the ne- 
ceſſary deduction of ſcientific reaſoning from firſt prin- 
 ciples intuitively. perceived. Nor, on the other ves, 
is the authority; of the inſpired Teacher lefſened, in | 
his proper province, by. any ſymptoms that may appear 
in his writings of error or im perfect information 5 
upon other ſubjects. If it could be clearly proved 


7 5 (which, 1 take it, hath never yet been done) againſt 5 : 
| any one of the Inſpired Writers, that he ene 


opinions, in any phyſical ſubject, which the accurate 
reſearches of later times have refuted; that the earth, 7 

for inſtance, is at reſt” in the center. of the planetary. 
ſyſtem; that fire is carried by Aa principle of poſitive 15 
| levity towards the outſide of the univerſe ; % that he : 
| had uſed expreſſions i in which ſuch notions were im- 5 
plied; I ſhould neither think r myſelf obliged, in defer- f 
ence to his acknowledged ſuperiority in another ſubject, : 
to embrace his erroneous phyſics ; nor at liberty, on 
"account, of his want of information on theſe ſudjects, 5 
to reject, or call in wee, any part of his religious | 
| dodtrine. , ap 


* 


But, though 1 N the ' poſſibility of an a aſpieca EE 
Teacher s error of opinion in ſubjects which he. is not 
ſent to teach, (becauſe Inſpiration is not Omniſcience, | 

and. ſome. things. there muſt be which it. will leave un- 
 raught);. though 1 ſtand i in this point for my own.and 
every man's liberty; 3 and proteſt againſt any obligation 
on the believer's conſcience, to aſſent to a e 
opinion incidentally expreſſed by. Moſes, by David, er 
- +BY. St, Paul, upon the authority of their infallibility 5 in 85 
divine knowledge; 2 though, I. think. it highly for the 
nonour and the intereſt of Religion, that this liberty ie 
of Philoſophizing (except upon religious ſubjects) ſhould 
be openly aſſerted, and moſt pertinaciouſly maintained; . 
yet, I. confeſs, it appears. to me no very probable up- 1 
poſition, and it is, as 1 conceive, a mere ſuppoſition, 1 
not yet confirmed by any one clear inſtance, | that an — 
Inſpired Writer ſhould be permitted, in his religious 5 
diſcourſes, to affirm, a falſe propoſition in any ſubject, 1 
or in any hiſtory to miſrepreſent : a fact; z fo that 1 would | 
not eaſily, nor indeed. without the. conviction of the 
moſt cogent proof, embrace any notion in philoſophy, 
08; attend to any. hiſtorical | relation, which mould be 
evidently, and in itſelf repugnant to an explicit aſſer- 
tion of any of the Sacred Writers. Their ln 
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too, | notwithſtanding hs a. of it that 5 
5 might be expected, for the fake of the. vulgar, to the 
notions of the vulgar, in points in which it is ol little 
| importance that their erroneous notions ſhould be im- 
mediately corrected, is believe far more accurate, more 
philoſophically accurate, in its allufions than is generally | 
imagined, And this is a matter which, if facred cri- 
ticiſm comes to be more generally cultivated, will I 
doubt not be better underſtood. Mean while any diſ- 
; agreement that hath been thought to ſubſiſt between 
the Phy ſics, or the records, of the Holy Scriptures, and 
”  _ the late diſcoveries of experiment and obſervation, * 
5 | take i in truth to be nothing more than a diſagreement 5 
+ between falfe concluſions drawn on both fides from true 
. premiſes. It may have been the fault of Divines to be 
too haſty to draw concluſions of their own from the 
dactrines of Holy Writ, which they preſently confound 
with the divine doctrine itſelf, as if they made a part 
. of it: and it bath been the fault of Natural Philo- 
ſophers to be no leſs haſty to build conjectures upon 
facts diſcovered, which they preſently con found with 
'the diſcoveries themſelves, although they are not con- 
firmed by any experiments yet made, and are what 
_ a. fuller interpretation of the phznomena of nature 


1 W N hereafter perhaps refute. | Thus while genuine 
. 5 Revelation 
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deductions. With the uſe of this: precaution, 
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5 mend, de hall find an Anftradtive, ai e in a ſub- 
jest, in which the world is s indebted for much n. * 
information to the learned and charitable f | 
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that e of Weh, #4 ul this n the vines me, 


aſters of our frail precarious ſtate, regardleſs of the 
ſcoffs of vulgar ignorance, hath in effect been pr 
cuting for the laſt fourteen n years, not withont 


ſiderable expence, a ſeries 1 difficult and inſtructive 
experiments, en the very firſt queſtion, for cu- 
rioſity and importance, in the. whole com paſs.of p Ys... c 
ſical-enquiry ; What is the true principle of — in 
the Human Species, and what certainty belongs to 
What have generally bern dre the ſigns 3 
The mords, which 1 bas JET for my text, re- 
late directly to this ſubject. They make the laſt pe TR 
ina deſcription. of the progreſs of old, age, from the, 
"commencement of its infirmities, to its termination in 


death; which theſe words deſcribe. The Royal preacher 
evidentiy ſpeaks of Man as compoſed of two parts; a a 
body, made originally of the duſt of the earth, and * 
pable of reſolution into the material of Which it was 
A very” different na- 5 
Rh 


at Art formed ; and a Ipirit, 


what Gay obſervation inde 


een ks — Wee that the- e pe 
liable. * no ſuch: diſſaludon, ee _— 
al this is perfectiy oonfiſtent with the Hiſtory of ST 
the creation: of the firſt man, delivered in the Book 
of Geneſis. There we read, firſt of a man created | 
after God's own image (which muſt be underſtood of 


the mind of man, bearing the Divine Image in its fa- _— 
culties and endowments, for of any impreſſion of tine Y 


: maker's image the kneaded clay was ſurely inſufcep- N 
tible); next of a body formed out of the duſt of the 8 
earth, and animated by the Creator by the infuſion of 5 
the immaterial principle. „The Lord God formed 
« man of the duſt of the ground, and breathed into 


his noſtrils the breath of life *,” Or, as the. words > 


might perhaps more properly be candid, ce the breath 5 
e of immortality.” The original words at leaſt expreſs 
life 3 in jits higheſt force and vigour. That this“ breath - _ 
« of life” is the principle of intelligence, the jmma- - 
terial foul, might be made evident uy a careful ex- 


, cen. u. . e „5 
1 „„ e PT 
CC | Amination. 5 
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e 


"= amination of the text itſelf, as it Rarids nokia: with 
the' general ſtory: of the Creation, of which it is a part; | 
but more readily perhaps, to popular a pprehenſion, 
by the compariſon of this paſſage with other texts in 
Holy writ; particularly with that paſſage in Job, in 
which it is ſaid that the breath of the Almighty is 
that which *© giveth man underſtanding u, and with 
the text of the Royal Preacher immediately. before us. 
| For none, who compares the two Fame, can doubt, 
that the © breath of life, which 5. God: breathes | 
- 70 inte the noſtrils of the. man” in the Bock of Geneſis, 
1 the very ſame. thing with the ſpirit « which- God 
gave“ in the book of Eccleſiaſtes. | "Ad that this 
ſpirit i is the immaterial. intelligent principle is evident; 
becauſe it is mentioned as a diſtin thing from the 
body,. not partaking of the body? s fate, but ſur- 
viving the putrefaction af the body, "er ing ta- 
tbe giver of it. | 


1 But further: The Royar Preacher in my text, aſs- 
—, Meh that man is a compound' of an organized body, 
nan an immaterial” ſoul, places the formality and” eſ- 
fence. of death in the diſunion and final ſeparation of- 
theſe two conſtituent” parts. Death is, when. «the. 


Job XXX11. 8. Where we read in our Engliſh de the e of the - 
„ Almighty, &c.” But the original word is the. ſame as in Gen, U. 7. viz. TH. Breath... 
LEA nn beck by. 0 Wh ne 


r dufte 


«duſt returns to che earth as; it was, and the. wen . 
© turns to God who gave 1 it. | | 


— 
— 


And this again is neat conſiſtent with the. ac 
count of the creation of the firſt marr in the Book of: 
Geneſis ; ; which makes the union of theſe two. prin 
ciples the immediate cauſe of animation. The Lord h 
God formed man of the daſt of the ground, and 
<« breathed into his noſtrils the breath of life. And 
%% man lor, ſo man] became a living perſon.” Gods 
inſpiration of the breath of life, his infuſion of the. 
immaterial principle, the union of the ſoul to the 
body, was the means by which man became a living 
perſon. Whence the concluſion is obvious and ne- 
ceſſary, that the diffolution of that union is the ſole 
adequate cauſe of the extinction of that 59 which . 
the ani nee 8 „ 


It is me expllcle aſſertion e both of 1 . 


ak of Solomon, that man is a compound of body and 15 


ſoul; and that the union of the immaterial ſoul with. 
the body 1 is the true principle of Vitality ; in the human. 15 

ſpecies. And this account of man is ſolemnly. deli- | 
vered by them both, as a branch of their religious, 5 
dodrine, It demands therefore the e aſſent of 0 
; FT every 


"fs 


_ eviry'4 true believer : and no Philoſophy is 
Os 7 that would teach the contrary. e 


But now, let the Divine be cater, what concluſion 
| he draw from this plain doctrine, and what notions he 
engraft upon it. Although we mu believe, if we 
believe our Bible, that the union of ſoul and body is: 


- firſt principle of animation in the human ſubject 3. 


it is by no means a neceffary confequence, that the 
| Be of man is in no: degree, and in no part, mecha- 
- nical, Since man is declared to be a compound, the 
natural preſumption ſeems to be, that the life of this 


” compounded being is itſelf a compound. And this 


een and dſervation: prove to be indeed the caſe. 
Man's life is compounded of the life of the intellect 
and the animal life. The life of the intellect is ſimply 
C 5 or the energy of the intelligent prin- 
ciple, The animal life is itſelf a compound, conſiſts : 
ing of the vegetable life combined with- the prin ciple 

of perception. Human. life therefore is an aggregate 
of af leaſt three ingredients: Intelligenee, Perception, 
and Vegetation. The loweſt and the laſt of. theſe, the 
vegetable life, is: wholly in- the. body, and is mere 
mechaniſm; ;. not a mechaniſm which any human ins 
genuity may itte, or even to any good degree ex- 
5 7 phones: 


13 . „ 
— but the * mechaniſm 6f * Divine 
tificer. Still it is mechaniſmm; conſiſting in a ſytn- 
metry and fympathy of parts, and a correſpondence of 
' Motions conducive, by mechanical Laws eſtabliſhed by 
the Creator's Wiſdom,. to the growth, 1 nouriſhment, nd: 
conſervation of the whole. The wheeks af is wha 
derful machine are ſet a- going, as the Scriptures teach 
us, by the preſence of the immaterial Soul; which is 
| therefore not only the ſeat of intelligence, but he 
 ource and center of the Man's erttire animation: But 
Do 18 im this eircumſtance only, n namely, t that the imma 
terial mover is itſelf attached to the machine, that ther 
vegetable Life of the Body, conſidered as a diſtinck 
thing, as in itſelf it is, from the twe principles of 
Intelligence. and Perception, differs in kind (for in re- 
ſpect of excellence and nicety of workmanſhip all oom | 
| pariſon were impious; but in kind the aer Life © of 5 
the Human Body differs in this « 0 oe 
loc work. 550350 


— 


This mechanifm of Life, in that part which-belongs: 
td the body, ſo evident to the Anatomiſt and Phyſician, | 
| 2 ſo obvious indeed to common obſervation, is ſo little 75 
repugnant: to Holy Writ, that it is. clearly implied iw 
ges. It is implied in mn, in Which 
Moſes 


| Moſes, deſeribes the animation of the Firk Man z wh 5 
5 though it be referred to the Union of Soul and Body as 
a principle, is deſcribed, however, in expreſſions, which ä 
hoe to the mechanical action of the air, entering at 
the noſtrils, upon the pulmonary Coats. The me- 
chaniſm of Life is again moſt remarkably eee in 
the verſe which immediately precedes. my text; in 
which the approaches of Death are deſcribed as 00 
gradual rupture of the parts of a machine; not with- 
out particular alluſion to the true internal ſtructure 
of the Human Body, and the diſtinct. offices of the 
principal Viſcera in maintaining the vegetable Life 
The ſilver cord looſed— The golden bowl broken— 
The pitcher broken at the well—The wheel broken. i 
5 « at the ciſtern.” . I dare not in this aſſembly, in which 15 
1 ſee. myſelf. ſurrounded by ſo many of the Maſters of 
| Phyſiology, attempt. a particular expoſition. of the ana- 
tomical imagery of this extraordinary text; leſt I ſhould | 
ſeem not to have taken warning, by the contempt 
which fell on that conceited Greek, who had the vanity 
to prelect upon the military art before the conquerors ; 
of Aſia. I ſhall only venture to offer one remark, to 
confirm what I have ſaid of the attention (not of im, 
plicit aſſent, except in Religious Subjects, but of the 
en which is due to What. the Infpired: Welk I's. 


Ai. . 93 
„ 4 


n any been, which is tis: 1 The images r 


et are not eaſy to be explained on any other 


poſition; tkan that the writer, or tlie Spirit . 
guided the writer, meant to allude to tlie circulation 
che blood, and the ſeructure -d the 3 por its 


x it is carried on: . 
woch alluſions were intended; no obſcurity; 1 tins, 


will remain for the Anatomiſt in tlie whole pa: 


At any rate it is evident; that the appr 
are nm in it e as a ma frins 


A" wy is mere e Mechanifin. + 


es che seine | 


Aj t to an 1 of the Mechaniſiti« 0 of Lis, 
in chat "ay which e to the body 


Thus „ Rbvelatiön and Phitol6py agree; that Fain Tan. 
8 Life; in the whole a compounded thing,” in one of its 


ni 73 ow 


* * * 
„ 11 21e 
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But let tlie — in his turn 56 cautious, 5 b 


eonjectures He build upon this acknowledged truth. 
Since human life is undeniably a compound of the- 
three principles of Intelligence, Perception, and Ve- 
getation ; notwithſtanding that the vegetable Life be 
in itſelf mechanical, it will by no means be a neceſſary 
conchuGon, that a man muſt be ry and wan 


5 


nothing leſs than the diGolution.of that union of Soul 


N 


deat Gon as the 6g08 of this vegetable, 
dii rnible in his body. Here s lomon': on 
great attention. | He anakes Death galt i is 


N which Moſes makes the principle of Vitality. , 
ſpeaks of this diſunion as a thin ſubſequent, 
in FRA eee and common courſe of things, to the 
ceſſation of the mechanical Life of the Body, Some 
pace, therefore, may intervene; what the utmoſt length 
of the interval i in any caſe may be is not determined, 
but ſome ſpace of time it ſeems may intervene. be- 
tween the ſtopping of the clock work of the Body's 
Life, and the finiſned death of the Man, by t the depar- 
ture of the immortal Spirit. Now in all that interval, 
- ſince the Union of the Spirit to the Body firſt ſet the 
machine at work, if the ſtop proceed only from ſome 
external force, ſome reſtraint upon the motion of 


any principal part, without derangement, damage, or 


deeay of the organization itſelf, the preſence of the 
Soul in the Body will be a ſuſficient cauſe to re 


the Motion, if the emen: ee ha removed. 


Thus by the united Lights 1 hos ond Phi- : 
Jalophy, connecting what is clear and indiſputable in 
each, ſeparated from all nee and precarious in⸗ 


ference, 


P 


"wh ich. hs: founders. ol his 


after the example of this, 
Great Britain, and in foreign Con 
ce: of the inſtitution ſpeaks 
ounders of it are Men, whom it were 
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; ens (e Riipest or being 4Ruated in its Brit forms 


tion by the vain defire of uttracting public gottes dy 5 


a ſingular undertaking. The Plan of the Society is 
po adverſe to any private intereſted views, that it acquits 
1 them of all ſordid motives, For the Medical Prac- 
titioners accept no pecuniary recompence, for the 
time which they devote to a difficult and tedious pro- 
- refs; for the anxiety they feel, while the event is doubt- 
ful; for the mortification which they too often undergo, 
5 When Death, in fpite of all their efforts, at laſt carries 
vbff his prey; nor for the 4nfults, to Which they willingly 
0 expoſe themſelves, from vulga! ineredulity. Their 
fole reward is in the Holy Joy of doing good. of an 
i inſtitution thus free in its origin from the ſuſpicion of 
; ambitious views, and in its plan renouncing Self-in- 
dereſt in every ſhape, Phitanthropy' muſt be the only 
"baſis, The good intention therefore of the Society s 
proved by its conſtitution; the Wiſdom and Publick 
Utility? of the Undertaking are proved by its ſucceſs. 
The good Intention, the Wiſdom, and the Public Utility 
of the Inſtitution give it no ſmall claim upon the Public 
For a liberal ſupport. I muſt particularly mention, tliat 


the Benefit of this Society is by no means confined to 
zenfion. Its timely 
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the two caſes of Drowning and Suſſ | 


ſuccours have rouzed the Lethargy of Opium, taken ; 
vo 
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pa phate e 1 of 5 | the | > 5 
8 Life extinguiſhed by the ſudden roke of Light. aing - 
5 recovered the Apoplectick—reſtored Life to the infant 8 
that had loſt it in the birth and they hayg p proved 8 
efficacious in caſes of accidental ſmothering, ang of 
ſuffocation by naxjous damps, in inſtances in which the 
tenderneſs of the infant hody, or the debility of gld 288, 
” greatly leſſened the Previous probability of ſucceſs ; 2 

inſomuch that no ſpecies of Death ſeems to be placed 
beyond the reach of this Society's aſſiſtance, where 
the miſchief hath gone no further thar 1 
| of the INOVEPES 2 the at 9 Fol, 


| that threaten it, to undo che eadly work of poiſons, 5 

to leſſen the depredations of N atural Diſeaſe ; 3 whether Ss 

a0 inſtitution ſo heneficial to individuals, ſo ſerviceable 
to the Public, by its ſuce { in preſerving . the Lives of . 


Citizens, deſerve Not A legal eſtabliſhment and Patro- 5 1 


nage, to give it the means and the authority to proſecute | 
its generous views with the more advantage; : it is. for . 
Stateſmen to conſider, who know the public value of _ 
ts ehe Life of very dies in a a fres fate. : It is for 1590 i 


n this pitlic- EY be entatli;'1 to ppl y the 
7h want of it, What we 1 1857 Sy: utmoſt NON of 5 
80 e Contribution, ES * 904.) 
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Nor let any be deere, from can a part in the Wi 
== views" of this excellent inſtitution, by a ſuperſtitious 
1 notion, . that the attempt to reſtore Life is an impious 
itmuyaſſon of His province, in whoſe hands are the iſſnres 

of Life and Death. The union of Soul and Body 
once diſſolved, the power, which firſt effected, can 
alone reſtore. Bat clockwork, accidentally ſtopped, 
may often be ſet a- going again, without the hand of 
the original artificer, even by a rude jog from the 
clumſy fiſt of a clown, who may know next to nothing 135 
of the nicer parts of the Machine. If the uni 


Or of Ba 
Soul and Body remain, as we Bave een reaſon to 
believe, for ſome time after the vegetable Life hath 
ceaſed; whilft-it remains, the Man, whom we haſtily 


5 "= 5 pronounce dead, is not indeed a dead Man, but a lving 5 
% | Man diſeaſed. * He is not dead, but ſleepeth.“ And 
= - ne attem pt to awaken him from this morbid fleep is 


nothing more criminal or offenſive to God, than it is 
criminal or offenſive to God to adminiſter a en = 
to a Man ſick of any common Diſtemper. The pro- 
vince of God, Who wills that at . times we rely upo 
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and Hliſs ta the regions of 


The Soul once gone no Human effort ever ſhall. recall. 
But if MY were g ernie, 60 ftaß the ſoulf not ee 
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| vypempof aA MONET de eriminal. But in truth, whats , 
ever might be the caſe of St. Paul, and others of the firſt _ 
preachers and martyrs, Who dad no expeRation in this 
world but miſery, and were ſecure of their crown of 
| glory in the next; to the generality of men, even of 
Chriſtians, continuance in the preſent life is highly 
die ſirable; and that without regard to ſecular intereſts and 
ents; which claim however a moderate ſubordi - 
nate regard, dut purely with a view to the better prepa- 
ration for the next. Upon this ground we pray againſt 
_ ſudden death, and we may lawfully uſe other means, be- 
' - ſides our prayers, to reſcue ourſelves and our brethren 
from it. The .continuance-of the preſent life gives the 
bepentence. Nor is ir me leut port of che praiſe.of 
this Society, that the reſtoration of the preſent life, 
1 ed by its means, hath been to many, by the ſa- 
lutary inſtruction and admonition which they Have re- 
ceived from their deliverers, the occaſion t they 
have been begotten anew, by the word of God and 
Wo ang of his Wy Spirits tothe ne * nn 


# * 


X THEY: nd nere . you, mhals zecoyered. and 
N ie lives are the proof of my aſſertions. Let 
THEM plead, if my perſuaſion fail, let T EN plead | 


mme cauſe of their benefactors. Stand forth and tell, my 


bre- : 
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brethren, Hehe e dbb it under God; that vou 
dand Here this day ative, "TIO Fn in thofe dreadful. 


Wund yourſetves aue with ee of Desde 
when the gates of Deſtruction ſeemed opening to . 

vive vou, and the overflowings of your on nag "= 

lineſs made you horribly afraid! Teh, what were your” 
feelings, when the bright ſcene of -Life 'opened/afrefh. 
upon the wondering Eye, and all you had ſuffered, and 
all you had feared, ſeemed vaniſhed: like a dream 
Tell, what were the mutual feelin of when firſt you 
re- viſited your families and friends Of the Child re- 
turning to the fond Parents care! Of the Father re- 
ceiving back from the Grave; the Joy, the Solace of 
2 his Age ! Of the Huſband reſtored to the Wife of his 
boſom! Of the Wife, not yet a Widow, again em- 
dracing her yet living ,ord i Tell, Hat are now your- | 
happy feelings of inward peace and fatisfaction, Sin- 
ners reſcued from the power of Darkneſs,. awakened: 
to Repentance, and reconciled to God Your intereſting : 
tale will touch: each charitable heart, and be the means. 
of procuring deliverance for many from the like dan=- 
1 gers which threatened your bodies and your ſouls- 
Let it be the buſineſs of your days, ſo unexpedtedly: 
lengthened, firſt to pay to God the true thankſgiving: | 
| 1 9 ot 
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